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which he tried to drive away the gloom of that
demented man, of the Divine Musician Who
played upon the chords of David's own heart and
uttered thereby great gospels of hope until not
Saul only but the whole world about him fell
under the spell of His inspiration. By his won-
derful gift of elevating the powers of the human
heart and idealising them. Browning compels us
to see that our love is actually a pledge of the
Love of God. The heart becomes our teacher in
the deep things of God. Truths not perceived
by the intellect become luminous to love.

Celsus declared that the doctrine of the Incar-
nation degrades God. Looked at from the purely
intellectual standpoint something might be said
in favour of his view. But love is needed to inter-
pret that stupendous act of love. Browning
affirms, in this poem, that reasoning from what
human love does and is, men might have antici-
pated the Incarnation of the Son of God. All
moves forward to the heart-prophecy: " See the
Christ stand."

The poem is spoken by David the morning
after his interview with the King. He has left
Saul, and, alone with the sheep at the dawn of